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Twelve years
at St Stephen’s

With the HKDSE well over, it seems like a good time to conclude my journey at St Stephen’s —
twelve years of ups and downs, sweetness and bitterness, excitement and disappointment. There
are too many people who have helped me through this adventure. Likewise, | would like to share my
experience and pass it on to my fellow SSCers.

n Wu
Passing on the baton Anso

My Junior Years

| was lucky to have met two esteemed seniors during my junior years, one of them being the
HKDSE top scorer Theodore Tam (class of 2014). His way of studying greatly influenced me, and | was
thankful that he always offered advice on my studies when | needed it. As inspiring was my docent
training mentor Toby Leung (class of 2014). Being a talented public speaker, he taught me a lot of
communication skills that still benefit me today. Throughout these years, trust and care has guided
me to walk my own trail at SSC.

Snapshots with Theodore Tam (Left) and Toby Leung (Right)

From Being Led to Being a Leader

SSC is a farm that breeds leaders. With numerous opportunities at both class and club levels,
the school has provided me with the chance to take a leading role. | was honoured to serve as the
Head Boy.and it has proven to impact me: a lot as a person. Balancing the views of teachers, parents
and students, | was determined to foster a harmonious environment for everyone. Even though | was
faced with many challenges, my fellow team of smart and composed prefects always had my back and
assured me that things would turn out smoothly —and they really did.




My 10 “St Stephen’s” Learning Tips

Strive for success — Never give up at times of hardship. Have passion and persistence in studying,
and be confident of yourself. The right mentality can help fight procrastination and will assist you in
acing your HKDSE.

Teachers’ support — Teachers always give you friendly boosts — extra speaking practices, tailor-made
notes and sample writings, afterschool tutorials, advice on the countless IES drafts... Appreciate your
teachers’ hard work and be cooperative in lessons.

Stress control — Stress, but not the examination paper, is the greatest enemy. Understand that stress
is inevitable, and find ways to relieve it. It could be listening to music, playing sports or games,
watching YouTube videos... as long as you enjoy it.

Time management — It is always helpful to draft a brief timetable for revision, listing out all the items
that need to be gone through. The framework does not have to be too detailed; the main purpose is P
to check whether you are behind schedule. . \e‘

Encouragement — Find good study partners that will motivate you when you are stuck. It is always
good to have someone to keep you on track and listen to you when you feel like collapsing. A few
whole-hearted encouragements may be all it takes to survive the HKDSE.

Plan ahead —Join summer university courses, or enrol in volunteer work to get a glimpse of potential
programme choices and possible career prospects — the ultimate driving force for the HKDSE. Success
only occurs when opportunity meets preparation, so be well prepared!

Halt for a rest — Your brain needs to rest, and so do you. During your study leave, spare some time
regularly every day for taking a nap, going out for a walk, or watching the latest drama episode —take
a break from anything that is academic-related.

O A0 210 KOR IO AC 1. O

Endurance - Diligence is the foundation of intelligence. Going through the whole HKDSE syllabus
and all the past papers at the last minute is torturing, so it is best to start as early as form four.
Studying is a process of endurance, and diligence will eventually pay off.

N ote-taking — Jot down valuable information that teachers mention in class. They are usually tricky
concepts that you will most likely encounter in an examination but fail to cope with. What’s more, it
helps you stay awake in class!

® _©

Sleep early — The average teenager should sleep for 8 to 10 hours a day. Although this seems
almost impossible, sleeping earlier can still boost your creativity and responsiveness. Especially for
mathematics and science subjects, one extra hour of sleep can mean a different grade.

&)

BE YOURSELF — Create your own way of studying, and you could still get straight 5**s. The above ten
learning tips are nicely crafted to fit the word ST STEPHEN’S, but sometimes the conventional ways
just do not suit you. Be yourself and dare to be different, just like this 11th learning tip when there is
supposed to be only ten.
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& More to Share...

Ms Madalena, my Form two and three class teacher, gave me this card on my last school day of
form three, and asked me to read the card at least once a day, especially the quote printed on it —

Life is too important to be taken seriously. — Oscar Wilde

1iteis \A)Q-«

TR YRR
Sometimes we just treat things too seriously-and miss a lot of happy things happening around us.
Although this quote is easier said than done, it is still my life:motto (and | still read it every day).
Here are a few more quotes | find inspiring and are worth pondering upon.

Life is unfair; get used to it. — Bill Gates

Life is'meant to be tough, but'that is what makes it worth living. Times of failure and misery will
eventually pass, so never give up in face of discouraging setbacks, and do not be too ecstatic about
short-lived success either.

Intellectuals solve problems, geniuses prevent them. —Albert Einstein

Be flexible and think out of the box. Walking an unconventional route may actually.avoid the problem
so that you do not have to waste your precious time making unnecessary. effort.

Life is about not knowing, having to change, taking the moment and making the
best of it. = Gilda Radner

The future is unknown, so make the best out of what life throws at you.
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‘It is vital that | act as a'rale model, now that | have become someone juniors look up to and
learn from." Wendy Wu, the former Head Girl, stresses the importance of having good conduct and
a sense of responsibility. As the Head Girl, she hopes to inspire students to work hard to achieve
their goals. To Wendy, being a head prefect does not equate to having outstanding results; the
qualities a respectable head prefect should possess are leadership skills, self-confidence as well
as a sense of understanding such that students can be guided to make the right choices.

While being the head prefect is an incredible honor, she has come to the understanding
that it is time consuming and pressurizing at the same time. ‘l remember the time when Speech
Day was fast approaching, | had to prepare my speech, allocate prefects to different posts, as
well as manage traffic and logistics, with cars flooding intoe the campus. Everything was chaotic,
but it was truly an unforgettable experience,’ she recalled. Although she was stretched thin at
times, she managed to honor her responsibilities by balancing her werkload.
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When asked how she handles stress,
she said that she would listen to music,
watch movies, read books or hang out with
friends. ‘Sometimes, | enjoy cycling along the
seaside, with the wind blowing through my
hair and the sweet sound of chirping birds
filling my ears. It's like I'm in another world,
carefree and relaxed.” She believes, once in
a while, everyone should take a break from
work. In school, Wendy has also actively
participated in numerous extra-curricular
activities, such as students’ magazine, moral
ambassadors and peer counselling. She too
found it very challenging to keep up with her
academic performance and prefect duties
simultaneously. ‘The only way to strike a
balance between all responsibilities is to know
how to manage time properly. Only then will
everything run more smoothly” ¢

e e e T A LA T T LA T

Maintaining orderin schoolis not one person’s job. Wendy
worked together with Hugo Leung, the Head Boy in our school.
Wendy and Hugo constantly discuss their ideas and opinions on
different school matters. ‘We are already close friends, and |
know him very well,” Regarding the current prefect system, she
agrees that there are areas to be perfected. She reflects that
new prefects are becoming less enthusiastic and more reliant
on old prefects. ‘I really hope all prefects can work together,
collaborate well while becoming more independent.

Lastly, she hopes that students will stay motivated when
pursuing their dreams. ‘The key to success is to never give up on
what you are passionate about.’ In addition, she encourages all
students to spend their time wisely and enjoy their secondary
school life to the fullest.
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“I wanted to get away from the
lifestyle that | was used to. | wanted
to change myself,’ said Alessandro || ; nfg{’,‘;&?;::%?;
DiCaprio, the exchange student from ' & VA &4
ltaly this year. Yearning to experience | ‘ = A
and learn about a new culture, and to ' :
go beyond the increasingly flavourless
routine back home, he decided to join a
student exchange program.

y

The waves of interviews, tests,
and meetings to assess his passion to
be an exchange student were all worth
it, as Alessandro successfully joined a
student exchange program, with what
he deemed to he relative ease. Four
months later, Alessandro was notified
of the place he would be living in for an
entire year, which was of course Hong
Kong, his second choice after the US.

Despite Hong Kong boasting its people as
“trilingual and biliterate”, Alessandro encountered
communication barriers with his host family — none
of them speaks English. Given such communication
barriers, it is very difficult to maintain a healthy
relationship. Alessandro can feel if the host mother
is angry, but struggles to understand why. The host
family’s trip with Alessandro to mainland China was
not particularly pleasant. It does not help that the
family’s daughter and her parents have arguments,
which makes the daughter unwilling to translate for
Alessandro.
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Although Alessandro, along with sixteen fellow Italian exchange
students, had participated in a two-day camp, where volunteers shared
their experiences in Hong Kong, he still felt culture shock upon arriving
at Hong Kong. People in Italy are more open-minded, more progressive
in thought, and more willing to articulate their opinion; while fellow
Hongkongers seem to be more reserved, more indirect in expressing
their thoughts, and more respectful towards seniors. People in Hong
Kong struck him as more traditional. Also, high school students are
more mature in Italy than those in Hong Kong. Alessandro thinks that
Hong Kong lives up to its name of “Asia’s World City”, and is certainly
more international than mainland China.




enge of adapting to Hong Kong’s lifestyle
ntable. Alessandro’s friends are mostly

‘Isﬂhere is no water polo team at our school,
andro, as an avid water polo player, resorted
school swimming team. Schools in Italy
. ; ] ding, with only five hours of school in the
e o | morning, no final exams or detention. The curriculum is
' more difficult in Italy than the IB bridging year that he is
in, with ten subjects including three sciences. Unlike us
and most other schools in Hong Kong, students in Italy

need not wear school uniforms.

In the first few months,
Alessandro had to wake up at five in
the morning for the two-and-a-half-
hour commute to SSC, as the exchange
program did not allow him to board
on campus. He found it strange that
the program had organised a host
family so far away from SSC. Deeply
upset, Alessandro grew to loathe the
travelling hours and complained about
the invaluable time being wasted.
He now resides in Kwun Tong, and
travelling time has been shortened
to around one hour per trip. In
September, Alessandro was filled with
excitement as he experienced many
new things. October was the worst
for him, as he felt like the hard time
would never end and he wanted to
give up. After Christmas, all thoughts
of wanting to leave had vanished as
he grew to enjoy life here in SSC and
in Hong Kong. It had been challenging
for him to adapt to such a different
environment, and he expresses
gratitude for the school’s help.



“Life here is full of surprises every day. In a
big city like Hong Kong, you can find everything. |
remember them as a whole, but not any particular
events.” said Alessandro about his most memorable
experience. He found Hong Kong strange but brilliant
— with the concrete jungle of the city juxtaposed
with the natural scenery in Stanley. “Still, exchange
life here is not like a trip. | will continue with IB
when | get back to Italy, so marks here do matter.
My friends in Italy are envious that | am given the
chance to travel to Hong Kong, but actuallyitis nota
holiday. It can even be like the hardest year, because
at first | did not know anyone, and problems like
communication with family, and getting a Hong Kong
ID card, arise. Public transportation, which is so not
common in ltaly, is also hard. | never used public
transportation before, as | could drive in Italy.”

Over the past few months, Alessandro had to face a myriad of
challenges every day. Small problems felt like massive troubles. “Facing
life on your own for the first time, even an independent person can find
it hard to adapt to the lifestyle and the culture,” said Alessandro as he
recalled his initial struggle. “Looking back, the first four months were

nothing,” He stated that he would definitely recommend friends and

cousins to study abroad. “It is a really good experience that can shape
you and change how you see the world.”
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Interview with

Jasper Tsang

We have had the pleasure of interviewing Mr Jasper Tsang Yok-Sing
- a committed teacher, a renowned principal and a man respected by
political parties in Hong Kong. There is no doubt that he is a remarkable
politician, but there is much more to Mr Tsang than just politics and the
LegCo. He is a man of wisdom and an individual with the ability to cope
with the most unorthodox of situations. Join us on our journey as we
learn about one of Hong Kong’s most influential leaders.

Hugo Leung & Monica Xu

Dressed in a simple grey
sweater and a mandarin-collared
suit, Mr Jasper Tsang greeted
us warmly as he led us into his
office. Not wasting any time
on unnecessary formalities, Mr
Tsang initiated the interview with
two simple words: “ask away”.

What drives you? What is your source of motivation?

Mr Tsang’s answers to these questions were surprisingly simple. “Fun,” he said matter-of-factly. “In
everything you do, there must be an element of fun. If you find the fun, the job is done.” His core belief was
that whenever one finds “fun” in a task, one will grow to enjoy working on the task, and as a result, one will
feel the drive to overcome the difficulties that lie ahead of them. Before any problem is resolved, there will
inevitably be some donkey work involved. But if one can find fun in that as well, the experience would be
more meaningful and enjoyable.

This philosophy seems to have held true for Mr Tsang, as he recounted his fear of mathematics
during his youth. One day, he came across a number of intriguing math problems. In figuring out the
problems, he found the process extremely interesting. Gradually, he grew to love the subject and was
absorbed into the world of Mathematics. Subsequently, he experienced the same epiphany in other
subjects as well.




" as your hero? Who has inspired you?

“Everyone | have ever met could be my hero,” Mr Tsang replied, with a hint of amusement.
Throughout his life, every single person he has met has inspired him in some way. Some have
shown him new perspectives; others have shared with him unique experiences and compelling
stories. “But if | had to choose one single character, it would be Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot
- the world-famous detective and protagonist of her novels.” When asked why, he laughed and
explained, “He was short like | was. But in addition to that, he would always laugh at the old-
fashioned detectives that only knew how to look for ash and footprints. Sometimes the best way
is to sit back and think. Intelligence is very important when tackling a problem. However, later in
life, | have come to realize that sometimes one must spend some time looking for footprints and
ash.” As much as we think intelligence is key to solving problems, effort and hard work are just as
essential.

Al K€

As an ex-teacher, you have had plenty of experience in
interacting with younger generations. What inspired
you to choose this path in life?

When asked this question, Mr Tsang gave a small chuckle and said, “I didn’t
choose to be a teacher” He had originally aspired to become a mathematician.
He applied to HKU and got a bachelor degree in mathematics. Later when he was
applying to an American graduate school, the world was in a state of chaos, with
massive student movements and revolutions everywhere. So, he chose to stay in
Hong Kong. He was offered an opportunity to teach mathematics at Pui Kiu Middle
School. During his time as a teacher, he found the “fun” in teaching — he thoroughly
enjoyed going to classes, and was happy to teach young students. For him, it was
already a sufficient reason to stay in the profession.
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As time went on and Mr Tsang interacted with different cohorts of young
people, he realized that in many cases, we could become too focused, too dedicated
to our goals that we would fail to see the doors that are opened beside us. Mr
Tsang has seen many of such cases. Young people become discouraged when the
flames inside of them are quenched. “Set your goals in life. But, try not to become
slaves to your dreams,” he reiterated. Quoting Steve Jobs, he added, “stay hungry,
stay foolish”. The founder of Apple was a college dropout, a failure in the eyes of
many, until, of course, he created one of the most renowned brands in the world.
Even then, Jobs was kicked out of his own company. However, “what doesn’t kill
you makes you stronger,” and he went on to establish Pixar Studios, the nest of all
the heart-warming and nostalgia-inducing stories that would go on to become our
favorite animated movies.

Our paths in life are ever-changing and infinitely complex, filled with twists
and turns, successes and setbacks. It is easy for us to lose our way in the face of the
vast and uncertain future. This is why Mr Tsang had always encouraged his students
to establish goals in life — to find their direction, their passion and their dreams.
As the saying goes: you only live once. Without an objective, life can be crushingly
meaningless.

- . I
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Public speaking is a formidable obstacle for many students, one th it
avoided. How do you deal with this task? :

“I was afraid of speaking in public,” Mr Tsang Even after years in the field of politics,

said to our astonishment. He shared with us the
story of his first experience of speaking in public. At
that time, being the Deputy Principal, he was often
faced with the daunting task of addressing the
whole school. His legs shook uncontrollably as he
stepped onto the stage. “l knew those were just my
students, and | knew | was not afraid, but my legs
would not stop trembling.” Feeling pressure when
facing a large audience is a burden everyone has to
shoulder, no matter how heavy or light it is.

there is still one fear that haunts him to this day:
the phobia to talk about an unfamiliar subject in
English. The obvious solution to this, he stated,
was to write scripts. But what is even more crucial
is the importance of believing in your own words.
Without the need to look at a script, one can have
eye contact with the audience. Only then can one
speak with passion and confidence, and connect
with the audience.




The Three Aspects of Leading

i Sometimes, following a good leader is as important as becoming the leader yourself. A bad leader
oy would drive people away, while a good leader attracts talented people like a magnet. “The best leaders
are the ones whom people love working for.” said Mr Tsang. Going into the specifics, Mr Tsang presented

us with the 3 “Hu”s.

Humility

One § ability to stay humble

Humility:

Being the chairman of
the Democratic Alliance for
the Betterment and Progress
of Hong Kong (DAP), Mr Tsang
was adored and feared by his
colleagues. He was invincible,
untouchable, unparalleled — he
was a ‘god’ —or so he believed,
until one day he made a
grave mistake with serious
ramifications. He realized that
he was not invulnerable: he
was, as his colleagues were,
human. He did not know all of
the answers, yet his colleagues
were afraid of telling him their
thoughts. He then learnt that a
true leader must stay humble
and listen to the people
around him.

Humanness

Humor
Ones ability to act as a
moderator and a source of
encouragement in dire
situations

One's ability to accept that

they are only human

Humanness:

This trait is intricately
linked with humility. “We
must all accept that we are
only human,” said Mr Tsang,
“don’t be afraid to expose
your human weaknesses
in front of people” As
the saying goes: no one is
perfect. Everyone has their
flaws, but if you are able
to admit your mistakes,
your teammates will admit
theirs to you as well. They
will accept you as one of
them, and you will be able
to form a connection with
them, to understand that
you have something in
common.

Humor:

This last characteristic is the most
interesting of the three. One time, a LegCo
debate about the policy address had gone
on for three consecutive days. The debate
had been fierce, tensions were high, and the
legislators were stressed and exhausted. At
the end of the meeting, Mr Tsang delivered
his closing remark, saying, “l think the
meeting went relatively well, we only had
one government official call in sick, and one
legislative member who casted the wrong
vote out of exhaustion.” The legislative
members broke into fits of laughter.
Immediately, the tension, like the dense fog
in the early morning, was lifted. Mr Tsang
says, “humor is the lubricant of life.” Humor
is a way to look at setbacks, challenges and
failures in a positive light, such that it is
possible for a team to regroup and recover,
and eventually, complete the task at hand.



“Are they interested in politics? Really?” Mr
Tsang asked. We nodded our heads, and his face
settled into a grin, “well | would be very glad to
know that there are young people who have taken
an interest in politics, because we definitely need
more young people to go into politics. We need
more political talent in Hong Kong.”

This brings us to Mr Tsang’s next piece of
advice: as we explore the field of politics, we should
never ever base our judgements on emotions or
intuition alone. Politicians are much more than
slogan-bearing visionaries — they are educated
people, whose political judgement (for the most
part) must be based on hard facts and evidence.
For students who are aspiring to be politicians, it is
crucial to keep this in mind as we are faced with the
chaos of truths and lies that envelope us.

As his first advice, Mr Tsang put heavy
emphasis on educating oneself before even thinking
about politics. Diligence and good education are the
essential tools that will equip us with the ability to
navigate the veering seas of policies and conflicting
opinions.

Above all, Mr Tsang encouraged us to immerse
ourselves in different extracurricular activities, so
that we can decide for ourselves whether we truly
want to be politicians. In reality, it is not a job for
everyone.

Over the course of the interview, Mr Tsang opened ma W
perspectives for students like us to explore. But, out of all the things he
said, this left made the most lasting impression in on me:

God grant me
Serenity to accept the things | cannot change
Courage to change the things | can

And Wisdom to know the difference

This quote from the Serenity Prayer by American Theologian Reinhold Nieb
fittingly. On the long journey of life, there are things we must accept: we m
and we are imperfect; but along the path, there will be opportunities, and we n
them. The road ahead is not as treacherous as it may seem, the fog shro
become clear. And maybe, someday, we will find the fun of venturing into it.
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Movie Review

The Grand Budapest Hotel

he accolades speak for themselves: The Grand Budapest
THote! won the 72nd Golden Globe Awards. for Best
Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy, and garnered nine Oscar
nominations, including the Academy Awards for Best Costume
Design, Best Makeup and Hairstyling, Best Production Design
and Best Qriginal Score, leading in the 87th Academy Awards
Ceremony:

Gustave H — a famous concierge — is the meticulous
heart and soul of the Grand Budapest Hotel, a monumental pink
palace perched high up somewhere in a misty Mitteleuropean
mountain range in the fictitious Republic of Zubrowka. The will
of an eminent guest, one 84-year-old widow named Madame
Céline Villeneuve Desgoffe und Taxis becomes a contested
center of farcical cat-and-mouse. Gustave has been framed
and jailed for the murder of Madame D., and has to prove his
innocence while concealing the stolen painting Boy with Apple,
which is the centerpiece that sets the movie in motion.

Joe Cheung

There follows a Tintin-esque
caper that includes all the staples of an
action adventure: a jailbreak, multiple
murders, romance, a chase through
the snow, a mysterious secret society
and a cliffhanger conclusion. Except
this is a Wes Anderson film — so what
you get are blissfully funny moments,
a surprising amount of suspense,
gratuitous violence, vulgarity and
heartfelt romance, driven by a fantastic
script of charming wit.




Although it is, from beginning to end, entirely fictitious, there
are little pinpricks of reality in The Grand Budapest Hotel. The
parallel between the “ZZ” party and Nazi banners is unmistakable.
Zero is an Arab immigrant in Europe and has seen terrible violence.
Gustave himself seems to have no one, which seems strange given
his gregarious nature.

Gustave’s prissy hauteur, incongruous bursts of swearing,
and ridiculous fussiness are sketched with supreme skill by Ralph
Fiennes, an unlikely star in a Wes Anderson film. The supporting
cast is an unmatched smorgasbord of Anderson ensemble players
— from Jeff Goldblum as a stern family attorney, to Edward Norton
as an apologetic police inspector called Henckels, and Willem Dafoe,
perhaps best of all, as a leather-clad henchman with knuckle-dusters
and missing teeth.

Wes Anderson has perhaps the most conspicuous and
idiosyncratic visual style of any popular filmmaker. A whole
vocabulary consisting of words like “Doll house,” “pastel”
" “whimsy,
complementary — have been implemented by critics in describing
his works. The Grand Budapest Hotel tops the aesthetics game
with obsessively intricate miniature and set designs, eccentric but
exquisite costuming, curiously inventive framing, and secondary-
color-palette cinematography.

nou

“twee, fairy tale,” “filigreed toy box” — pejorative or

As the older Zero concludes the story he's telling to the Young
Author, he finishes with a quote about M. Gustave, who sustains his
flamboyant persona in the face of conspiracy and imminent war. “To
be frank, | think his world had vanished long before he ever entered
it, but | will say, he certainly sustained the illusion with a marvelous
grace!” Zero’s zeal to share his story is keen, as he approaches the
author to share his story. Zero is a man described by the author as the
only person in the hotel who stuck him as “deeply and truly” lonely.
Shattered by the losses of his best friend and mentor, Gustave, and
the love of his life, he cannot bear to describe their heart-aching
demise. Gustave’s death only gets six words: “in the end, they shot
him,” and it is the parts Zero omits, the abysses he sidesteps, that
are the most important.

The film discreetly honors
the Austrian writer Stefan Zweig,
who was one of the most acclaimed
writers in“the 1920s and 1930s. As
his beloved Vienna was soiled by
anti-intellectualism  and  tribalism
brought by the two World Wars, Zweig
lamented the bygone era of European
prosperity and the losses of national
identity, youthful idealism, and of life
itself. As Gustave says, “there are faint
glimmers of civilization in the barbaric
slaughterhouse that was once known
as humanity.” Zero, the author, and
Zweig hold onto the faint glimmers of
civilization by telling their tales, itself
a form of inheritance bequeathed to
anyone who is willing to listen, feel,
and remember.

Likesomany WesAnderson
pictures, The Grand Budapest
Hotel is about loss, and how
we come to terms with loss —
or never do. With unparalleled
visual style, a perfect score,
an extraordinary cast, sublime

characters, excellent directing,

and an impeccable script, The
Grand Budapest Hotel is a truly
unique masterpiece, perhaps
even Anderson’s magnum opus.
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We meet 9-year-old Chiron, nicknamed Little, chased by his peers and
running down the poverty-stricken streets of Miami. A sad-eyed local drug
dealer named Juan comes to his aid. With the warmth of his girlfriend Teresa,
Little opens up, just barely. The home of Juan and Teresa becomes a place
of refuge from Little’s drug-addict mother Paula, who alternates between
overwhelming affection and painful negligence. Little — lost and receding into
himself, swimming in the alien waters of love and warmth — is brought into
realisations of his own identity and sexuality, as he is harassed by his peers
for something that he is slowly beginning to see in himself. By the second
segment of the film, Chiron has become a teenager haunted by his identity,
Wwho remains to be a victim of bullying and harassment at school because of his
homosexuality. In the final chapter, Chiron has become a hulking, full-grown
man who has built himself into toxically masculine drug dealer, a facade that
prevents him to be his true self.

In Moonlight, Jenkins meditates on
the aching intersections of homesexuality
and masculinity, building a ride of
emotion on married grounds of artistry
and social inquest in an elegant and
restrained amalgam of tone and tempo. It
is a triumph of direction and storytelling,
as Jenkins masterfully unfolds Chiron’s
identity to the audience alongside the
character’s perpetual self-discovery.
Through the three chapters of the coming-of-age drama, we witness Chiron
being hammered into the person he becomes by the suffocating social
stigma and prejudice under the moonlight and the sounds of ocean waves,
tempestuous to the wounded Chiron.

Joe Cheung

Fluid, seductive, mellow,
and shot with searing compassion,
Moonlightis suretostrikeachordin
anyone who is struggling with their
identity and finding connection in
a lonely world. With outstanding
acting of the talented cast,
meticulous cinematography, fluid
score and impressive direction,
it is an important and personal
film that has political urgency and
compassionate humanity - surely a
triumph for a second-time director.

Leadinginsecond placein the
Golden Globes Awards, the film has
received the highest accolades. The
film won the Academy Awards for
Best Picture, Best Supporting Actor
and Best Adapted Screenplay from
eight nominations, a testimony to
its brilliancy. Moonlight became
the first film with an all-black
cast and the first LGBT film to win
the Best Picture award, while its
editor Joi McMillon became the
first black woman to be nominated
for the Best Editing award, and
Mahershala Ali the first Muslim to
win an acting Oscar. Moonlight is
truly timely and timeless.




Joe Cheung

The Night Circus starts with multiple storylines, but the two main
characters are the ones we learn about first: Celia, the daughter of a magician
who conceals his magical powers behind a veil of trickery; and Marco,
an orphan whose instruction under another magician was based almost
exclusively on books, charms and mysterious symbols. Celia and Marco
are pawns in a rivalry between the two magicians, and their confrontation
takes place through the creation of phantasmagorical exhibitions within ‘Le
Cirque des Réves’ — The Circus of Dreams — or, the Night Circus. Dreamt up
by a wealthy entrepreneur, the Night Circus is not any circus. In accordance
with its black and white colour scheme, its gates swing open in the dark of
night and shut at the first hint of dawn. It consists of a multitude of tents,
each containing wonders more magical than the last — a maze of clouds, a
tent holding an entire forest, a picturesque garden sculpted from crystalline
ice. Many of these tents are created by Celia and Marco — each a move on
the chessboard of their battle — but the two fall in love with each other’s
creations, and ultimately with each other.

The value of this book lies mostly
within its intricate prose, and the
author’s delicate handling of magic as a
concept. The sentences are gripping and
enthralling, the descriptions detailed and
dreamlike. Morgenstern is a magician in
her own right: she weaves words together
to form exquisitely moving portraits
within a romantic Victorian setting,
complete with bowler hats and jewel-
toned velvet gowns. The magic, however,
does not extend to her two-dimensional
characters. The reader has no insight into
their inner thoughts: what makes them
laugh or cry? What would they say in a
certain scenario? We are told that Celia
is feisty, that Marco is manipulative, that
Isobel is dependent, but very little of
their character is shown to us through
their thoughts, words and actions.

‘BREATHTAKING’

Night
Circus.

‘DAZZLING’
ENCHANTING’

The only true ‘flaw’ that
Morgenstern presents is the love
between Celia and Marco, vyet
even that is hard to accept without
question. The two ‘fall in love’ first
with each other’s magic, then with
their appearance. Following that
logic of romance, any audience
member in Celia’s crowd could be
said to fall totally in love with her.
Celiaand Marcorarelyseeeachother
in person, and seem to be more in
‘love’ in each other’s absence rather
than presence. Their ‘deep, magical
love’ feels false and immature, and
perhaps more like admiration and
longing for companionship than
love. It could be that Morgenstern
is deliberately making a parody of
Victorian romantic ideals, but the
happily-ever-after ending suggests
otherwise. While the plot itself
is gripping, numerous plot holes
make it a less enjoyable read. For
example, we are told that there is
no other way out of the challenge in
which Celia and Marco are locked,
yet we receive no explanation or
demonstration of this impossibility.

The plot of The Night Circus
is impossibly intricate and twisting,
and the masterful way Morgenstern
crafts her picture with all these
seemingly incongruous and
unrelated pieces is breathtaking.
Reading for the first time, one might
dismiss all the secondary storylines,
deeming them unimportant. Yet it
is not until the final chapters that a
reader would notice the fine spider-
silk connecting them, pulling them
together — almost magically. The
Night Circus is a brilliantly beautiful
book to be read not only once, but
multiple times.
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10:00 - 11:30

Activity

Ball Games for Alumni
Basketball & Volleyball

Martin Ball Courts

13:30 - 15:00

Campus Tour
Assemble point: Luke Yip Building
Tour starts at 13:30, 14:00, 14:30, 15:00

Centenary Building, Chapel,
College House, Heritage
Gallery & North House

13:30 - 14:45

Music Performance
Performance starts at 13:30 & 14:00

Central Square

13:30 - 16:00

Souvenir/Game Stalls

Central Square

Inflatable Toys Slide Bounce House

13:30 - 16:00 Kick & Stick Foot Dart Big Field

14-00 - 16:00 Football Friendly Match for Alumni, Parents & B Field
Teachers
Tea Time Chit Chat iR %

14:00 - 16:00 - BRPZE - EEREE - May HPIHEL TSK Hall
- MRS

14:00 - 16:00 Photo-taking TSK Hall

14:30 - 15:00

Back to Classroom
Let's pretend we are students again &
participate in an interactive lesson in SSC

i-Room (CB005)
ICT Room (SR106)
D&T Room (CR001)

15:00 - 16:00

Mini-concert by alumni

Student- Alumnus Symphonic Band
conducted by Mr James Leung

Student-Alumnus Orchestra
conducted by Mr James Leung

Student- Alumnus Chinese Instrumental Ensemble
conducted by Mr Ma Man Ki

Violin Solo/Ensemble
Performed by Mr Raymond Wong

Tribute to SSC Concert Musicals (1978-2016)
Performed by Stephen’s Singers

Alumni Choir
conducted by Mr Kevin Leung

Student-Alumnus Choir
conducted by Mr Leon Tong

Ng Wah Hall

| 13:30 - 16:00

Photo exhibition of SSC Music Development
The exhibition lasts until March 2019

Library Foyer







